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Israel and the Church
Israel and the church are 
completely separate and 
have different trajectories 
throughout Scripture with 
Israel sharing a significant 
role in end times theology

The church is grafted into 
Israel and the role of Israel 
in the end times also 
involves the church. 
National Israel has a place 
in future millennium.

National Israel is different 
than church. Church was 
instituted after Pentecost, 
and OT saints were added 
in retroactively.

Nation Israel is different 
than true Israel. True Israel 
is composed of all those 
believers in past, present, 
and future. Covenant of 
grace only applies to true 
Israel and not national 
Israel.

Israel and church are 
virtually synonymous. Israel 
and church are under 
same covenant. Just 
different administrations.

Who Composes the Church

Those at the time during or 
after Pentecost who have 
placed their faith in Jesus

Those at the time during or 
after Pentecost who have 
placed their faith in Jesus

Those at the time during or 
after Pentecost who have 
placed their faith in Jesus 
and retroactively those 
who placed their faith in 
the promise of the Messiah 
to come.

Those who have placed 
their faith in the promise of 
Christ to come or the 
Christ who came

Mixed with those who are 
truly Christians and those 
who are not yet. Children 
of believing parents who 
are baptized as infants are 
part of the church even 
though they are not yet 
Christians.

Hermeneutics of Prophecy



Very literal. If OT prophecy 
cannot be fulfilled literally, 
it means it still must be 
fulfilled in the future.

Already, not yet. OT 
prophecy may partially be 
fulfilled in NT but most still 
have yet to be fulfilled 
(Davidic throne, Daniel, 
etc.)

Already, not yet or double 
fulfillment. This position is 
a mediating one between 
covenantalism and 
dispensationalism.

Many OT prophecy fulfilled 
through Jesus and age of 
church. Prophecies have 
more allegorical or non-
literal understandings. 

OT covenants held types 
and shadows of Jesus to 
come.

Many OT prophecy fulfilled 
through Jesus and age of 
church. Prophecies have 
more allegorical or non-
literal understandings.

Understanding of the Law

Different laws and 
understandings of what to 
do based on what 
dispensation you lived 
under. God changed his 
law through time. 

If the NT does not mention 
OT law, then law does not 
remain.
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Law of Christ. Everything is 
summed up under loving 
God and loving neighbor. 

3 Parts Law 
1. Ceremonial 
2. Civil 
3. Moral
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How OT Saints Were Saved

Through the 
understanding of what was 
expected during that 
dispensation

Through the 
understanding of what was 
expected during that 
dispensation

Retroactively after Jesus 
atoned for sin on the cross.

Their faith in the promise 
of what was to come 
through the Covenant of 
Grace (New Covenant) in 
Jesus.

Faith in the promise of the 
covenant.

Eschatology
Premillennial only Either dispensational 

premillennial or historical 
premillennial

Can be historic 
premillennial, amillennial, 
or postmillennial

Amillennial or 
postmillennial

Amillennial or 
postmillennial

How Bible is Divided



7 Dispensations 

Innocence (Pre-fall) 
Conscience (Expulsion 
from the garden of Eden 
until Noah) 
Human Government (After 
Noah until the call of 
Abraham) 
Promise (Call of Abraham 
to beginning of the 
Exodus) 
Law (Beginning with 
Exodus and ending with 
Crucifixion)  
Grace (Resurrection of 
Christ until today) 
Millennial Kingdom of 
Christ (Future reign of 
Christ) 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Don’t see history through 
dispensations or covenants. 
Bible is flattened down. 
New Covenant is instituted 
with Adam in Gen. 3:15 
but fully inaugurated with 
Jesus. 

Covenants 

Redemption (Trinitarian 
covenant to send Jesus) 
Works (Pre-fall covenant 
with Adam where he could 
have merited salvation 
through obedience) 
Grace (Instituted with 
Jesus but types and 
shadows of covenant of 
grace all throughout OT. 
One covenant with one 
administration)

Covenants 

Redemption (Trinitarian 
covenant to send Jesus) 
Works (Pre-fall covenant 
with Adam where he could 
have merited salvation 
through obedience) 
Grace (Overarching 
covenant with multiple 
administrations 
throughout time).


